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SERMON. 



EZRA, T, xl 

" Wo are th« servanti of the God of Hoaven and earth, an^ 
baild the house that was builded these many years a^ro." 

As the servants and worshippers of the Lord of 
Heaven and earth, we hare now, in the artless and 
beautiful phrase of «ur text, renewed ** the house that 
was builded these manj years ago." We were desir- 
ous of having it in our power to meet together on the 
Jiord's day, to perform our accustomed religious ser- 
vices in peace and securiQr, and apeirt from the sight, 
the noise, and the interruption, of the world without. 
We wished to exchange the venerable but decaying 
temple, in which many generations, who have long 
slept in their graves, had successivelj assembled in . 
worship, for one of more durable materials, and 
which, rising from its ruins, would still retain all those 
local association^ which iiad rendered venerable that 
time-hallowed house. We were anxious to enjoy tb# 
•atisfkction of thinlung, that, while gathered to the 
•anctuary, we were occupying places, from which we 
should not be driven out during life, and where our 
children and successors might long continue to assend- 
ble, to offer to the everlasting Father tbe acceptable 
sacrifices of united and devout hearts. Our prayers 
have been an8wered«-<»ur hopes have been fulfilled^ 
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our work is accomplished. We are dov ready to take 
our places in this house of prayer, and we can all re- 
joice in the confident assurance, that here, we, and our 
posterity, for very many generations, can be conve- 
niently and satisfactorily accommodated, as members 
of a religious community, mxd as Christian worshippers. 

It is a custom universally prevalent among us, to 
dedicate and give up to those purposes, for which they 
may have been erected, all newly opened places of pub- 
lic religious worship. To this excellent custom we - 
eoqform* l^e rieoogniae ks |iiecuUar apprc^riat^ess 
to i^s» W<e are now commencing a new, and, it is prol^ 
al^le, a long era in the existence fif a reli^kuis commu- 
nity, re^nafKai^le on accoi^t of many of tbe incid^&nta 
connect^ with its origin 9^d history, and iU^str^te^ 
by the lonf <Juration and su:cu^a3|ydated interest of neiurif 
two bi^i^re4 yeftrs. We are n^w to ^new the |6^i^4c^ 
uxm» of th(6 most ^ncienjt vimericfuo-borp jChristian ii^ 
sUtution. We are to retire ^o yoi^thful vigof , anil 
ligain to direct the career of the yenerabla panent of the 
^ew^ngland Congregational Churches. We l^ave to 
do, therpfore,^ with impprt^ and sole^^ principles i 
and before.we enter upon our djuty, let it be oi^r rfsoh^ 
tioQ and OHT pirayer» ^1^^ i^ partiaji vi^ws or narrow 
prejudices may have place among t^e ixiinciptos wbicb 
may be laid iowi^ or the senti^ent^ which may be ex- 
pressed. 

If those. pef^^Har speculative opinions which, as is 
wdl known, we entertain, shall poi at this time jfeceive 
so particiilar an aUention, or be brought so obviously 
into discussion, as is fre^picMitly the cas^ on similar o^ 
casions^ lejt no oiie <^cge «« wiA beioff lukew«ri;a qj^ 






ifKbfferent eoneerning them. Bfany of ut have sacrifi- 
ced much in consequence of holding theita. Some of 
us, in ariiving at them, have torn awa)F from around 
our heart* those associations and prejudices of educa- 
tion which no man can break without a struggle, or 
surrender without regret. But a careful, and we trust, 
a devout studj of the scriptures, frequent and patient 
reflection, accompanied with the most prayerful soliei- 
tttde to discern the waj of truth, have led us to them. 
Our convictions that thej are in harmony with the 
word and will of God, have been confirmed and settled 
deeper into our minds. by every step which we have 
taken in the course of religious contem[^ati<m and in- 
quiry. They have appeared to us continually more 
and more accordant with those view's which the com- 
bined light of reason find revelation exhibits of the 
character of God, and of the nature and destination of 
, man. They have served, we think, as a more secure 
and solid foundation for our hopes, as a stronger incei^ 
tiye.and encouragement to prayer, as a firmer support 
of our faith, as a more certain and inezhaustiUe source 
of consolation in affliction, and as a more efficient pro- 
moter of our virtue and piety, than any other system of 
Christian doctrine could be. We hope that we say this 
without arrogance, but we do say it with confidence, 
for we have an inward assurance of its truth. Every 
operation of our mental faculties, every affectionate 
•exercise of our hearts, bears testimony to the reasona- 
bleness and the value of our conviction of the correct- 
ness of those general views, which, much against our 
own feelings and wishes, constitute us a distinct denom- 
ioatioB of Christians, and on account of our professing 
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which conviclioli, Ire ha^e been ^rcibly mpHtvltiiA ^bid 
the coQununiofi tod fellowship of roai^j of that eklss^ of 
Amemaii Charch^s Which began their existence oti 
this spot, and fftsm w^iose essential aad fatfdnaMnial 
princt{4e8 We hato n^rer departed, ai will, we thinks 
be made to appear ia the sequel of this discourse. 

Our peculiar religious opinioas we cherish aiid cliiif 
to as our most precious possessions. They are closely 
associated frith eirery gracious and holy aspiration of 
our souk. They are indiissohiilily connected with Oaf 
joys on earth, and With those hopes which we hare' 
placed in bosiTen. They have given the form and co^ 
oring to every prospect of the improvement of humani- 
ty, and to every vision of the life to come which has 
been pictured befbrO Us^ and Opon which our eyise havO 
delighted to rest. For them w6 are ready to sacrifice 
any thing, to endure any thing. For the sake of enjoy- 
ing them in oui* ovhi besoms^ we should ^ count irat 
even our lives dear unto us.** And we feel it to be ouir 
duty to endeavour, by the use of aK these meani Which' 
can be employed, cOheAstently ^th the pniMiples of 
Protestanti^, tod which ktb Hot ihc^ompitibte WKbthef 
dignity, the simplicitjr and the ihd'ependencjp^ of omr 
l^rtmitive religiotis institutions^ to dlffhse tt(0«^ as far 
and Wi^ as our influence can refaoh; 

But wfe ^rived dt these opiitions, hf departing frOtk 
the speculative views of Our Frfthei*s, in the cdterciise <tf 
a right which our Fathers received from their ance*- 
tonH--in the ekifrcise of a Hght whicH was dsfablishe J, 
hay more, in tJix fMketame (if & iksign. Which was 
proclaimed by those great and good men who fotmded 
ttri^ chilrch» aird WHb, in 4^ itmg tod btigfat sacecMSioir 
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WcWifttian Reform^rfi, af6 destined to hold a positton 
second to none, of any period or region. It was to 
advance the Reformation, a work by universal acknow- 
ledgment among them but partially accomplished, 
that these shores were colonized and these churches 
erected. We think that, in every remove of any mo- 
ment which we have made from our ancestors, we have 
*' advanced the Reformation." We believe that the 
prophetical assurance of the venerable pastor of our 
nster church in Plymouth is now, after the lapse of two 
^etituries, as true as it then was, and that it will ever 
continue to be true. We also '' are verily persuaded, 
W« are very confident, the Lord hath more truth yet to 
bi^eak Ibrth out of his holy word.'* We ^ve, therefore*, 
to our children and successors, unimpaired and un- 
shackled, that liberty which has been transmitted to usi 
We hope and pray that in every generation, they may 
** break forth much truth from out of the word of God.** 
And if in reaching this truth, they depart fi>om our pe-' 
ci^ar rehgious opitiions, we charge their contempora- 
tie& not to reproach them on our account. If they 
preserve and respect thos^ fundamental principles of 
Protestfl^ntism, which were declared at the beginning 
of our existence as an ecclesiastical body, and which 
%^ are now to repeat, we shall not, if it be permitted 
tu to observe them, grieve at their departure from us i 
we sbaH exult in their deliveratice iP^om whut we shall 
then knew to have been error, and rejoice in their ad-» 
▼aneethent towards that perfect light of truth* which 
/ l!vilt be shining around us. Entertaining such feelings 
and views, we ought not to attempt to enforce, we do 
Hot propose to enforce, on an occasion like this, any 
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of those disputed doctrines which we hold. While Wd 
admire the liberality, the wisdom, and the foresight of 
the founders of this churchy in refraining from the in- 
corporation of those speculative opinions, which they 
held as undoubtinglj as we hold ours, into the element- 
ary principles upon which it was erected, we are in- 
structed and bound to keep out of sight those distinct- 
ive views of doctrine, to which we are attached, while 
we renew the foundations upon which we rest, re-assert 
the principles which are to govern us, and enforce 
again those purposes which we should aim to accom- 
plish. Our great object will be secured, our highest 
ambition will be gratified, if after the succession of two 
more centuries, a generation of Christians, far more 
enlightened and pious than we are, shall be able to ap- 
prove the sentiments and principles which are now to 
be uttered, and to rank us bj the side of the Fathers 
of this church, in the noble band of the disciples and 
advocates of that Reformation, which Wickliff and 
Zwingle, and Luther and Calvin, boldly proclaimed 
and promoted, but did not begin, which has since gone 
ateadily onwardd — which will continue while (he church 
and the world remain, and which will not cease even 
in that higher scene of being which is to come — ^where 
we shall still be advancing from ^' light to light, au4 
from glory to glory.** 

VFe dedicate this temple, in the frst plau^ to the 
worship and service of the God of Heaven c^nd earth— 
of that Being, by whatever name he may be called, 
who alone is eternal, omnipresent, omnipotent— ^he 
Creator and Ruler qf the Universe — the author of Life ^ 
and Light— the source of Intelligence— the God whose 
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jeidstenee h»fih^en re^Ofoised in the mcKrt foeni^ited 
redone of tbe world, and to whom woj-ehip has been 
,o^^ed in every peiiod, and by all the generations, and 
n^ees, and families of no^-^the God before whom the 
Patriarchs of Israel knelt in adoration — ^who revealed 
himself to Moses from die burning Jbusb — ^wbo brought 
forth hiB chosen people from bondage — who led them 
Qn dry land through the *' walled waters of the divided 
l«|i''--*-who guided them in the dreary wilderness— who 
spajke to them in thuiider from the consecrated moun* 
tain-^who made thein ^ depositaries of his orades^ 
•jod.in whoffe hallowed city .he causcMl that magnificent 
tem|>l¥ to rise* im the inner courts of which he jrerted 
in ykihile glofy* We dedicate it to the wordnp of the 
iGriid and Fiitber of onr I^ord J«sus Christ, who com* 
iDiissioned apd e^i^wef ltd him to prockdm and estab- 
lish ^s glorions ^oi^l throughout the worldt who sent 
him ff^rifi to redeem fr <Hn their sins, nnd to save for- 
ever his tubman creatur^^s, to opien their minds for the 
reception of eternfd truth, to pour into their hearts 
tbdse jojfi and hopes ^nd coQsolati(nis, which religion 
only can give, to impart to them strength to endure the 
trials of li^, end to fo their sinking hopes and longing 
eyes upon a scene of being into which sorrow and suf- 
fi^ring can never come, to dispel the gloom which had 
ever before rested over the grave^ to take from death 
^lose horrors which had filled their minds with dismay 
and despair, and to confer upon them even while in the 
midfit of the weaknesses, and temptations, and suffer- 
> iogs, and sins of this dying world, the strength, the 
dignity, the peace, and the holiness of immortal spirits. 
To the seririce of this Being, we, his dependent crea* 
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tores, and the gnttefbl diieiples of hit Son, sokmntf 
dtefote thk House of Pn^r which we hare huilded. 

We dedicate it, in the seewmd piaet^ to the advance- 
nent of thoee objects for which the Christian religion 
was rerealed to man. Maj the senrices, which are to 
be performed widiin diese walls, erer be instrumental 
in promoting the ^ory of God and the salration of men. 
Here may an intdtigent werdiip rise to the Almightj 
Ruler of the world, die Universal Parent — m^j his 
character be exhibited in a clear and im p ressiv e light — 
may men be tanght and persoaded to revere his holi* 
neis, to reflect with awe upon his powv, and to poor 
Ibrth their gratitode and praise, for his benevolence, 
and mercj, and love. B«re may the vnce of instrae- 
tion explain troth and enferce dotf , and the language 
of devotion be adapted to awaken and develop and 
dmct heaven-ward the emotions of reverence and pietj. 
Here may vice ever meet with reproof, may repentance 
fin4 encouragement and hope, and good resolutions re- 
ceive strength and permanence. Here may afficted 
hearts be taught how to lay hold upon consolation, and 
where to seek far peace. Hereinay those who hunger 
after righteousness be filled. Here may a fountain be 
opened, in which all hearts may be vrashed pure from 
sin, and a hdy spnag gush forth, from which the chiM* 
ren of God and followers of Christ can ever draw that 
living water, of which ** whosoever drinketh shall never 
durst again.'* 

In the third ptaee^ we dedicate this house to the mem- 
ory and to the principles of our earliest American An- 
cestors. May those who enjoy the [Mivflege of worship- 
ing on the spot wbkb they consecrated, and according 
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to the usages which they established, ever regard their 
characters with Feneration and esteem. May a liberal 
spirit be exercised in judging of their errors and faults^ 
Hay their merits be recognised and their virtues ap- 
plauded. May we never treat their opinions with any 
other feeling than respect, and listen with deference to 
their voice as it speaks to us in the works which they 
have left behind them. For, whatever were their mis- 
takes, or their prejudices, they were ripe and profound 
scholars, and had reached no ordinary standard of vital 
piety and of practical godliness. But to their principks 
our attention should be chiefly directed, and they were 
the principles of the Reformation. We cannot exercise 
too much caHtion and discrimination in arriving at a 
true recognition of these principles. There is a great 
liability to misapprehension, and if we are not careful, 
we shall rest in erroneous conclumons. 

The actual Reformation of the sixteenth century was 

brought about by a variety of causes, some of which 

had BO connection whatever with the state of religion 

or its improvement. The powers which were then put 

into operation derived their chief strength from political 

considerations, firom the intrigues and projects of courts. 

The caprices and passions of the Eighth Henry, strength- 

eped in their exercise by his natural energy of character, 

bis upconmion learning, and intellectual abilities, and 

the whole power of his kingdom, were more effectual 

in its promotion in England, than all the books which 

were written, or all the wisdom and knowledge which 

existed tliere. The operation of political interests and 

the oasual relations of the governments of Europe, jlid 

nore for it, than all the sermons and all the publioa- 
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tions of the Continantail Beferm^rs* In the 8M«Bieat 
which we are to meke of the essential and abstract 
principles of the Refonm^n, we shall, of course, ex- 
clude from consideration the instrunhentality o£ all na- 
tiooal influences and political causes whatever. In the 
early progress of the Refbmation a great advancement 
was made, many errdoeoaa doctrines were routed, and 
maay superstitiotts usages abolished, and there was a 
great degree of sim^arity in the opinions which its first- 
prominent advocates maintained. We frequently hear 
tliese opimmts insisted upon as the prmciphs of the Re- 
formers. We cannot see any propriety in thus consid* 
ering them. They were the results to which the minds 
of men were led at the time, when their reasomng powers 
were first exercised, under the guidknce of certain pfw- 
cipks of action and inqnify^ before unknown or unac- 
knowledged, then either discovered or proclaimed. To 
these principks rf action and inquiry we now propose to 
give our attention. We hold them to be the true pHn^ 
dfiUs of ikt Reformatign, To them we dedicate this 
temple. Were we forever to adhere to the results to 
which they led those who first applied them, and not to 
the principles diemiselves, we should act as aJbamdlj as 
navigators woidd have done, had they never ventured 
beyond the limited track, over which those, who first 
adopted the mariner^s compass, fearfnlly sa^d, instead 
of employing the instrumient which' they used, and tra- 
versing like them, under its mysterious hut sole guid* 
aiice, unknown seas, discovering new continents, spread- 
ing every wher^ abroad a knowledge of distant regions, 
abd bringing the ends of the earth, as it wetBj together. 
H is generalljfr understood, that ^e pri»eit>k8,^ whidl* 
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we are to mention, were at the very foundation of the 
Reformation, but it maj not be known how explicitly 
they w^re stated, and how fully they were recognised by 
the great leaders in that glorious revolution of opinion 
and power. A few brief extracts will therefore be made 
from their writings to illustrate this point. 

The first principle of the Reformers, which we shall 
notice, is that tJie scriptures are in themselves a sufficient • 
^l^ offcdth cmdduty. Calvin expressly says that "no 
preacher can require explicit belief to what he utters, 
only to the word of God in the Scriptures,*^* The same 
author, in his celebrated dedication of the Institutes to 
Francis First, has the following remarks conoerning the 
use of the Fathers and of human authorities in general. 
" While we make use of their writings, we always re- 
member that all things are ours to serve us, nbt to have 
dominion over us, and that we are Christ's alone, and 
owe him universal obedience. He who neglects this 
distinction will have nothing decided in religion ; since 
those holy men were ignorant of many things, frequent-* 
]y at variance with each othei^and sometimes even in- 
consistent with themselves.'' Zwingle, who has proba- 
bly with justice, been called " the brightest ornament o 
the Protestant cause,'' and the " first among the reform- 
ers both in order of time, and in order of merit," bears 
testimony in the strongest language to this principle.f 

•* AUen'B Trans, of Cidvm*! iattitiitei, Botik iv. Chap. vU. Se«. ix. 

t See Lucy Aikin's TraixilatioD, frwn the . French, of " HeM*8 
Life of Zwingle/' p. 156— Also an able and interesting Review^it - 
in the <* Christian Disciple," vol. 3, p. 125. Zwingle was 4iot only 
a zealous, but a thorough and far-sigbled Reforaier, acting throngh- 
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*' The scripture,^' says he, *' explains itself, and has n« 
need of an interpreter. If men understand it ill, it is 
because they read it amiss. It is always consistent 
with itself, and the spirit of God acts by it so strongly, 
that all readers may find the truth there, provided they 
seek it- with a sincere and humble heart.'^ The opinion 
of Luther on this point, can be seen in a very character- 
istic letter which he wrote to Melanchthon, urging him 
to publish his *' Annotations on St. Paul's Epistles to 
the Romans and Corinthians." This letter also shows 
with what caution fmd esffnestness Melanchthon was 
understood to insist upon ** the sufficiency of the Scrip- 
tures."* Indeed, there is no doubt, there can be no 
doubt, that ail the Reformers of the first age adopted 
this principle ; it is universally knt>wn and admitted 
that they did adopt it. 

The second principle of the Reformation is that all mm 
lioot a right to read and understand for themselves these 
scriptures. Immediaitely connected with this, or rather 
another aspect of the same principle, is the denial of all 
right, to compel opinion in matters of religion. Calvin is 
full and explicit on this point. *• Now," says he, " since 
the consciences of the faithful, being privileged with the 
liberty which we have described, have been delivered, 
by the favour of Christ, from all necessary obligation to 
the observance of those things in which the Lord hath 

out consiBtently with the principles of Protestantism. He wss ai| 
eloquent theological and a powerful controversial writer, and fell at 
last a martyr to the cause of which he had been one of the earliest 
and boMsst adyocalss. 

* See Note A. 
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been pleased they should he left free, we conclude, that 
they are exempt from all human authority." Again he 
says, *' Paul hesitates not to assert, that his death (that 
is Christ's) is indeed vain, if we suffer our souls to he in 
subjection to men (Gal. f. 1. 4.) For his sole object in 
some chapters of his Epistle to Galatians is* to prove 
that Christ is obscured, or rather abolished, with respect 
to us, unless our consciences continue in their liberty ; 
from which they are certainly fallen if they can be en- 
snared in the bonds of laws and ordinances at the pleas- 
ure of men."* Luther says, " we have not received any 
authority or power to compe! belief."t After describ- ' 
ing the manner in which crimes and -disturbances are 
checked and controlled by the civil authority, he goes 
on to say, " the Kingdom of Christ is of an entirely 
different nature. If you are willing to believe, yours 
will be the benefit—If you refuse to believe, the choice 
is free to you, and yours alone is the responsibility." 
He thus expresses the general principle of the Reform- 
ers on this point. " We do not unsheathe the sword, 
neither do we resort to force — Words, and arguments 
are the only weapons €>f our warfare."^ In his Annota* 
tiens upon Romans, Melanchthon enters upon a severe 
argun»ent on the subject of ecdesiasiicaJ poufer^ in which 
he fully developes the principle of the right of private 
judgment, and of the impropriety and invalidity of all 
human laws or ordinances in religious concerns.^ 

There is another principle, without the admission of 
which, the Reformation could not have begun— cannot 

* Institutes, vol. 2, chap. xix. p. 333, 334. * 

i See Note J3. | See Note G. $ See Note D. 
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go OB, and can ne^er be eompletely defended. la its 
progress, this principle has been more and more derel* 
oped, and its most beneficial effects will never be pro- 
duced, until it i» acknowledged and acted upon by men 
universally. It is tlie principle of Toleration — artHn' 
quishmcnt of all attempts to produce entire uniformity in 
religious belief and a disposition to feel charity, and show 
respect to those who differ from us. Because the first 
Reformers did not, as it must be confessed, act uniform- 
ly and steadily upon this principle, there is a general 
opinion that they did not receive it, or appreciate its im^ 
portance and obligation. This opinion, however, can- 
not be maintained. They were aware of all the great 
principles which were involved in the cause, which they 
had undertaken, and were bearing through to its tri- 
umph ; and if they did offend against this, or any other 
of them, they have not the excuse of ignorance. Luther 
makes use of the precept, in the parable of the tares, 
let them grow together to the harvest, m the b^s of an 
entire sermon, in which toleration is enforced, and the 
duty of not using violence or compulsion to eradicate er- 
ror enjoined.* He had evidently made up his mind, 
that uniformity of opinion jvas a state of things not to 
be expected in this world. In one of his sermons, afler 
mentioning the different expedients Which had been re- 
sorted to in the attempt to bring it about, he declares 
Ids belief that differences in the mode of receiving and in- 
terpreting it are essential to Christianity — and that if 
they were wholly removed, and men were all made to 
t)\\v^iiA'ike, religion would be lost in the process. He 

* S«e Note E, 
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challenges all, who think uniformity practicable, to come 
forward and effect it if they can. He confidently dares 
fheni to attempt the task, and promises to take back all 
that he has said, if they can accomplish it.* Melanch- 
thon infers tjie principle of toleration from the 29th 
and 30ch and 3ist ?erses of the xiv. chapter of the first 
Epistle to the Corinthians. " Let the prophets speak, 
two or three, and let the others judge. If any thing be 
revealcid to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his 
pecu^. For ye may all prophecy one by one, that all 
may learn and all may be comforted." And he enfor- 
ces it to a higher degree than we hare yet practically 
reached. ** Let all,^* says he, " hav6 fuUliherty to teach 
tmd mcdntain whenever opinions they may choose to teach 
iznd maintain — let them all be listened to — and let them 
be judged by an"f 

. These were the principles, to establish and enjoy 
which, our Fathers came over to this continent. By 
these principles they guided their conduct during the 
earliest and most interesting years of their residence 
here — the years within which they endured their great- 
est hardships, exhibited the strongest proofs of their 
heroism, their wisdom, and their piety, laid the founda- 
tions of our churches* our schools, and our liberty, an<l 
scattered abroad those precious seeds, which they knew, 
in God's own dme, would grew up into goodly trees, 
which would adorn and shelter the land, whose branches 
would bend down covered with fruit, and beneath whose 
shade their growing posterity, an educated and virtuous 
people, would dwell free and happy. These were the 

* See Note F. t- See Note G. 
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principles of that immortal band of braT« men ami de- 
Yout Christians, who landed upon the ever memiHrable 
shores of Plymouth, and who bdrought with them that 
spirit of Protestantism, whieb breathes in all that re- 
mains to us of the church at Leyden and its apostolic 
pastor. That these principles were adopted and acted 
upon from the very commencement of the settlements 
this ancient town, appears from several circumstfoices. 
John £ndicott,-^a man wlio to the qiialities^ which have 
rendered him illastrious, as an efficient leader of ci^oai- 
zation, being, in the language of a contemporary »* ^ a- 
fit instrument to begin the wtklernes»-worke. of courago- 
bold undaunted, yet sociable and of a cheerful spirit,^ 
as a gallant soldier; as a useliil and worthy citizen, as 
a successful magistrate^ and a skil&l statesouui, ad-^ 
ded a knowledge of the Scriptures, and a devout piety, 
which will ever hallow his memory,—- early, in the year 
1629, before the formation of this church, wrote to Gov; 
Bradford, respecting a conference whiclt he had held 
with a gentleman sent to him from Plymouth, on the 
subject of churcb institution and. governments Itt his 
letter we ind no ackii^wJedgment of any other authorir 
ty^ in such a. master, than? his own private judgment, 
and no desire expressed, or attempt exhibited, to force^ 
or urge his judgment upon others* '* I am- satisfied,'' 
says he, *' by Mr. Fuller, toucbingyour judgment of the 
outward form of God's worship. It is, as far as I can 
yet gather, no other than is warrimted by the evidence 
of truths and the, same which I ha^ve professed and* 

* Johii8on*ii Wt>iider-workiBg Providence, p. (0— Historical Col> 
1ectiMi0, Tol.2 loc^ leriee* 
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mamtained erer since the Lord reyealed himself to me.'^ 
The standard by which which Endicott made up his 
judgment in this matter, was certainly no other than 
the standard of Protestantism — the Scriptures^ as they 
Were opened to his understanding. There is fortuuate- 
iy presenred a letter from Sir Richard Saltonstali,* 
one of the most distinguiidied, perhaps the most so 
fey birth, of the promoters of this settlement, with the 
following address, *' to his reverend and worthily much 
esteemed fnerda, Mr. Cotton and Mr. Wilson» the 
preachers of the cbnrch which is in Boston, New- 
Engkmd,'' c<»itaining a strong and eloquent assertion 
and enforcen^nt of those principles of Protestantism, 
which we have stated to have been the principles of 
the earliest of our American Ancestors. Although this 
noble letter was written after the organization of some 
of our churches, it speaks the sentiments of one who 
was a leader among those who projected the colony it- 
self. And it is not too much to say that, in all the dis- 
oussions, tlarough which, up to this time, the principles 
of Christian Uberty have passed, they never have re- 
ceived a bolder or more complete exposition than they 
received iir this letter. Were not the principles of the 
Reformation declared and pnUicly adopted on the mem- 
orable 6th of August, 16'i9, when a small band of de- 
vout pilgrims came up to this spot, and bowed* with 
united hearts, in prayer that their souls might be made 
ready for the solemn work of establishing in the wilder- 
ness the church of God and the Christian ministry, 
when, discarding the authority of all human ordinances 

* Hutcbixiion^ Col]«ction of Paperf| p^ 40L S«e Note H. 
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and fcNrms, thejE. laid their hands in conseoratioif Kpon 
one of their number, as their ruling elder, and commis- 
sioned him to impose his hands upon the teacher, and 
concluded the simple, but affecting serrice, bj setting 
apart, in the same form, their pastor, all chosen by. the 
brethren, the power and privileges of ecclesiastical of- 
fice being thus made to pass upward from the people, 
in token of their being derived from them 1* Were 
not the principles of the Reformation proclaimed, when, 
on this same occasion, it was declared that the dele- 
gates from Plymouth, who were present, were received 
only as friends to counsel and assist, not as possessing the 
hast power or jurisdiction 7 A declaration of Christian 
independence, made at the institution of the first Amer^ 
ican Congregational church, which all our churches 
equally possess, and of which they cftn never lose the 
inalienable and perpetual right. Were not the princi- 
ples of the Reformation exhibited and established in 
that covenant which was drawn up and adopted on tlas 
same 6th of August f A covenant, to which all good 
Christians, of every denomination, to the end of time, 
will be able to subscribe their names--*written in a style 
of touching simplicity, which has seldom been eqtmlled, 
and containing sentiments, which are felt to be elo- 
quent by every amiable and pious heart, and should 
form the bond to unite the whole chiu'ch on earth, as 
they will unite the church of the Redeemed in Heaven. 

* For an account of this first American OrdlnatioD, seo Mather's 
Magnalia, in his History of the Colony, and in bis Life of Hlg^in- 
8on — Wonder-working Providence — Hubbard's History, and Bent- 
ley's History of Salem, in the His. Coll. — Eliot's Bioffraphical Die- 
tionary^and Jtidge Davis* edition of *' Morton's Memorial." 
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This covenant mi^t well be adopted bjr all Congrega- 
tional and Protestant churches^ sind it will fore?er oon- 
atitute the glory, perpetuate the fame, and render pre- 
cious the memory of Francis Higginson.* 

It is true, indeed, that encroachments were gradually 
made upon these principles, and that at last they hare 
become in some degree obscured ; yet it would be no 
difficult task to prove that, during the first years of the 
history of this, and the other early churches, they were 
maintained in their jmrity, and guarded for individuals, 
and for the only kind of religious community then per- 
mitted to exist, single churches, which were voluntary 
associations, and were allowed to embrace no more 
than one congregatioa or parish. , This can be proved 
by all our earliest records^ by the testimony of Edward 
Winslow, one of the first Governors of the Ply mouth 
Colony,f and by many transactions. It is well known 
that that JiSnguished i»«eacher, and founderof a State» 
«ne of {flPearly ministers of this congregation^ Roger 
Willicuns, who, however imprudent he might have been, 
certainly suffered- some persecution, was warmly sup- 
ported by Gov* Endicott, and the church and people of 
Salem in general.^ It is also well kaown how univer- 
sally the alarm was spread, when, at a very early peri- 
od, the clergymen of BoSton and its vicinity instituted 

* Mather's Magnalia, Book Ul, Chap, iy.— See Note I. 
t Mather's Magnalia, Book Ist, Chap. iii. 

t For the authorities for all the statements which are here made, 
seo Mather's Magnalia — Hubbard's History, and Dr. Eliot's Eccle* 
siastical History of Massachusetts, in the His. CoU. — and Hmeraon'a 
History of the First Church m Boston. 
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an association for friendly and social purposes. The 
people were then fully awake to the value of their Pro-* 
testant principles and rights, and to the dangers which 
threatened subversion. And they thought that this 
harmless and edifying meeting of the clergy boded no 
good, that it might give rise to a combination of an op« 
pressive nature. There was great difficulty in inducing 
the people to send delegates to the first synod, which 
was holden in the colony ; they still dreaded ecclesias- 
tical dominion. .The Cambridge Platform is a stand* 
ing monument that, at the time of its formation, our 
Fathers had not forgotten that they were Protestazrts. 
After the lapse of nearly a century, we have the testi- 
mony of Cotton Mather to the existence of Toleration, 
amid widely different opinions. In a letter written in 
1718 to Lord Barnngton,* he says, '^ No church upon 
earth, at this day, so notably makes the t^g^a of com^ 
munion run parallel with the terms of salvaim^^ ihey 
are made among this people. The only declared basis 
for union among them, is that solid, vital, substantial 
piety, wherein all good men of different forms are unit- 
ed. And Calvinists with Lutherans, and Presbyterians 
with Episcopalians, Psedobaptists with Anabaptists, be- 
holding one another to fear Qod and taork righteousness, 
do with delight sit down together at the same table of 
the Lord ; nor do they hurt one another in the holy 
mountain." Although the principles of the Reforma- 
tion have frequently been disregarded, and are still, 
perhaps, in some degree threatened, yet, during the 
whole history of Jfew-England, we can trace their ex- 

* His. CdU. Vol. 1> p. 106. See J?at« K. 
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istence and influence, and it has never been wholly 
^retlooked, to use the words of '* that heavenly man", 
as Roger Williams calls him, Gov. Hajnes of Connect- 
icut, '* that the most wise God hath provided, and cut 
out this part of his world for a refuge and receptacle 
for all sorts of conscien^s," or, as the phrase signified 
^n his day, *Vfor men of all religious opinions."* 

May these princifdes, through all time, be held sa- 
cred here. May the authority of the Scriptures be the 
only ultimate authority recognized by those who are 
successively to worship in this place. And while we 
avail ourselvef of all that learned and pious men have 
written, to interpret their sense, or develop their spirit, 
by them may all our exhortations and instructions be 
measured, and tried, and all our .devotions guided. 
Here may the rights of conscience, and of free inquiry, 
ever be respected — may no authority attempt to enforce 
opinions, no power be exercised to control the under- 
standing; and if an effort should any where, at any 
time, be made to impair the liberty of judgment, heie 
may it be promptly and successfully resisted. And, 
lastly, let the spirit of Toleration reign here. Whatever 
may be spoken with sincerity, from this desk, may it 
be listened to with candid and respectful minds. May 
no reproaches or criminations, on account of matters of 
belief, ever be uttered here, and may those who are to 
occupy these seats, be prepared, at all times, to give a 
fair attention to whatever doctrine may chance to be 

« His. CoU. Vol. 1 St, p. 230. In p. 281, Willitnw says, that the 
Kin^r, in grantmg the Charter for Rhode Island^ ** declared himself 
that he would experiment, whether civil jrovcmment conld consist 
with such libertji of conscience." 
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delivered to them. May we lenrii that most difficult of 
all lessons, and acquire that highest possible degree of 
Christian charity, a perf^t wiUinf^ess that others 
should express and enforce opinions, difierent from 
those which we entertain and cherish. 

We dedicate this House, in the fourth place to tie 
advancement of the Reformation. Many learned and ' 
respectable men have, at different periods, held the 
opinion, that, the Reformation reached its maturity in 
the hands of its earliest promoters — ^That, in matters of 
doctrine at least, they not mily gave it its first impulse, 
but pushed it to its very limit. This is certainly an 
e:itraordinary <^inion. It can find no support or anal- 
ogy in any other important movement in human affairs. 
The advancement of men in all other departments, 
either of abstract knowledge or of practical institution, 
has invariably been gradual, taking place during suc- 
cessive generations. And we can see no reason, why 
improvements in the institutions of religion, and in the 
apprehensions of men concerning its truths and doc- 
trines should not be brought about in the same gradual 
manner, especially if such improvement is chiefly to be 
effected by the exercise of the natural human faculties, 
and not by divine illuminations, or other special opera- 
tions of the Spirit of God — a supposition, which, in this 
case, no one, it is believed, would make, or attempt to 
support. It certainly would have been a circumstance 
entirely without a parallel, and not far, if at all, remov- 
ed from a moral miracle, had sevm^al individuals, with 
or without concert, risen up, and reaehed, by one e& 
fort, to a perfect and thorough knowledge of religion, 
in an age when religion was almost entirely obscured* 
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and boned beneath the combined wetgfet of univergal 
i^Boranee, superstition ttnd corrtiption — an age, the 
ifickedness and darkness of which, drew forth from 
iiti^her tibose strong and eloquent lamentations, witb 
which his writings are filled^— and when, to adopt his 
own santiment, ^' men neitber knew, nor desired to 
know, 9ix^ thkif, either of the Oospel or the Law.** 

But, ,bewe¥er mach authority ^s extraordinary o-^ 
j^nion may tore with some, wi^ the people of New- 
Snglaa^ it can htcwe none. If any one cause can be 
selaeted, whieh ¥^ represent the others,— if an indi- 
TidUal motive «an be^ed upon, which will embrace ait 
^le rest, we can say, that our Pilgrim Fathers, the 
satfiers of these colonies, and the founders of these 
ciiavelies, oaitte orer to these shores to ** further the 
R^omiuxtwm.^* They sorely did not think that Calrin, 
or Luther, or any other man, had carried it to its per- 
fect aeoompiiahment. Robinson did not think so, 
wkan-hegafe^isfareweit address to those of his church, 
wlpa separaited from iheir brethren in Leyden, and be- 
eanse the ioxxtiAen of the ftymouth Colony. Re says, 
af the RelbnvOTS, *' For l^ough they were burning and 
$hMt^ liffktr m th6h l^es, yet they penetrated not 
ioto th^%fMe emmselrfGod; Imt were they now living, 
tbey wmM be as wiltiag to embrace furihtr lights as 
that which th^ first received. I beseech yon to re- 
member it; it is an articleof your cAtire^cot^enonf, that 
yaa will 6e re0d^ to receive whatever truth sik(M he made 
htmm "mt^ yamfrtmUhe written word cf God. It is not 
possible the Christian world should come, so lately, out 
uf such thick Antichristian darkness^ and that perfection 
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of knowledge should break forth at once."* . The author 
of the Magnalia asserts thatf " from the beginning of 
the Reformation in the English nation, there hath al- 
way^s been a generation of godly men, desirous to pur^ 
sue the Reformation of religion."t He also Baj», 
** 'Tis very certain, that the first Reformers nerer in- 
tended, that what they did, should be the ah$oluU bmind- 
ary of Reformation^ so that it should be a sin to proceed 
any further ; as, by their own going beyond Wickliff, 
and changing and growiog in their own tnodeh also, and 
the confessions of Cranmer, with the "Scripta Angli- 
cana" of Bucer, and a thousand other things, was 
abundantly demonstrated.^t The same author informs 
us that, previous to the departure of the first settliens, 
they were advised to come to some agreement upon 
ecclesiastical matters, and that they agreed little further 
than in the general principle,| that '* the Reformation of 
the Church was to be endecpjoured according to the written 
word of Qody And upon this common princi{^, they 
founded their religious institutions. That it continued 
to be the principle of our Fathers, their zeal for educa- 
tion, and their encouragement of the<dogical learning 
especially, are proofs. . But, in estabhshing this point, 
we do not depend upon general considerations ; we 
have the direct testimony of one, who is the best possi- 
ble authority, of John Higginson, the son of Francis^ 
one of the most venerated names, in the catalogue of 
the New-England clergy, and whose character will ever 
be cherished by this church, of which he was the paa- 

Mather's Magnalia, Book 1, Chap, iii tThe samei Introduction. 
iTho same, Bo<^ 1, Cbap. v. 
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lor ibr nearly half a century. He is thus described by 
John Dunton, who visited him. " An ancient minister 
— All men look on him as a common Father^ and on old 
age, for his sake, as a reverend thing. He is eminent 
for learning, humility, charity, all those shining graces 
that adorn k minister. His very presence and face put 
vice out of countenance; he is now in his eightieth 
year, (yet preaches every Sunday,) and his conversa- 
tion is a glimpse of Heaven." When this venerable 
clergyman was in his eighty-first year, he wrote the 
Attestation to Cottoii Mather's Magnalia; from that 
performance, we shall take an extract,, which will es- 
tablish all that we have said, having first, in his own 
words, proved his competency to give an opinion on 
the subject. "As for my self, ^^ says he, ** having been, 
by the mercy of God, now above sixty-eight years in 
New-England, and served the Lord and his people, in 
my weak measure, si%ty years in the jninistry of the 
gospel, i may now say, in my old age, I have seen aU 
that the Lord hath done for A(5 people in New-England, 
and have known the beginning, and progress of these 
churches, unto this day." The following is the passage 
to which we have alluded, and, notwithstanding the 
requisition already made upon your patience, it is cer- 
tuin, that the truly Chrbtian and Protestant spirit, 
which it breathes, will more than repay your attention 
in listening to it. Speaking of the Magnalia, he says, 
" That the present history may stand, as a monttmeni in 
relation to future times, of a fuller and better reforma- 
tion of the church of God, than it hath yet appeared in 
the wbrld. For, by this essay, it may be seen, that a 
farther practical reformation, than that which began at 
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the firsi coining &ux of the darkness^ of Faptrp^ wm 
aimed at and endeavoured by a great number o{velm9- 
tary exiles^ tliat came into a wilderness for that very end, 
that hence they might be free from humane additims 
and inventions in the worship of God, and might priKS- 
tise the^5i/iVc2wir^ of divine instiMion», aceordtng ttr 
tlie word of God. How far we have aUain^ this dab^' 
sign, may be judged by this Book. But we beseech 
our brethren^ of our own and of other naiionsy to be- 
lieve that we are far from thinking, that we hare attain- 
ed a perfect reformatim. Oh, no ! Our Fathers did 
in their time acknowledge, there were many f^fee^ and 
imperfections in our way, and yet, wo beUeve they ^d 
as much, as could be expected from learned and godlj 
men, in their circumstances ; and we, their suec^saorc^ 
are far short of them in many raspects, meettng wiA 
many difficuUies which they did net ; and mourning un- 
der many rebvkes of our God which they had nW, and^ 
with trembling hearts^ observing the gradtwi dedinrngs^ 
that are amongst us, froin the holy Ways erf* God ; we- 
are forced to cry out and say, Lord^ what will b^ome ef 
these churches in time ? And what wilt thou do for thip 
great name ? And yet, in the multitude of our thougfata 
»nd fears, the consolations of God refresh our soulsy that 
all those, tlmt in simplicity and Godly sincerity ^ do serve 
tlie Lord, and his people in their generations, (though 
they should miss it in some things) they shall deliver 
their own souls, they are accepted of the Lord) andtheir 
reward is with him; and tit the approachi^ days i^a 
better reformation^ the sincere, though Ufoedc endeavours 
of the servants of God, that went beibre them, wiU als<y 
be accepted of the saints in those times of greater i^ht 



€ind holiness that are to come ; and when the Lord shall 
xxiake Jerusalem, (or the true church of God, and the 
true Christian religion) a praise in the earth, and the jot/ 
of many generations ; then the mistakes of these times will 
be rectified; and that which is of God in any of his church- 
es, now in any part of the world, will be owned, and im- 
proved unto a higher degree of practical Godliness, that 
shall continue for many generations succeeding one anoth- 
er." Yes, beloved and venerable servant of God ! What- 
ever of additional light and knowledge, we, of these later 
generations^ may possess, we owe to your generous asser- 
tion, and manly defence, of the principles of Protestant- 
ism. You, and your predecessors, and companions, shall 
^ver be recognised and honored by us, as the champions in 
{promoting the true interests of our churches, and in ad- 
-vancin^ the Reformation among us. If, in our depar- 
tures from you, we have approached more nearly to the 
trutli, as it resides ip, the word of God, we know that, 
had you been permitted to witness it, you would have 
rejoiced in our progress. Like you, we m-e confident, 
that all o\xv sincere, though weak endeavours to promote 
the cause and increase the influence of our religion, 
will be accepted of the saints, in those times of greatei* 
light and holiness, which we, equally with you, believe 
are to come. The consolations of God refresh our souls, 
also, in the glorious prospect, and we, too, rest in a full 
hope, that the mistakes of these times will then be recti- 
fied and forgiven ! 

We repeat it, let those who worship and those who 
serve in this temple, never forget that it is incumbent 
upon them to ** advance the Reformation." Let them 
be assured, that in each step which they may take, in 

3*v 
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sheddihg UghiitpoH ^ w$rd 4^€kfdy in gwiag ckanrntsr 
tmd strength to the doctrmes and precepts amimned m itr 
and in estMisidng the trtiik trnd iv^hience of the Ci^jgpv^, 
(dthough they tiHty depart from the portievidr opimmiSy 
theif are acting in aetordanee foifk the prittcipiesy octane 
plisMng the design, eherisMng the spirii, and imOatii^ 
the example of our pious Pathars. 

If our suceesfiors should ht anxious to ndranee tfce 
reformation^ tet them devoutly and caoidi^ atttdy the 
Scriptures^ the KTtvg^ fountmn, from which the Pi^rima 
ih^w all that rendered them -wimhy of o«r reference 
and emulation. Let them eni'ieh their mods, am t^j 
did, hy ext«nsir^ and pvofounfd learning. Let them 
constantly appfy themselrev, a!S ^wy did, to holy 
contemplation and prayer. Let theitinie^e themselTes 
aequediited wi^ the history of their religion,, especially 
of its re viral at^ie refermttckin, and its 9«tbse^[«ent mf 
proTement. Let tlrem stu^ the mild and jitdiekos 
Melanchtho«h^let th«m explore th^ learning and geimcB 
of GatlViB--4i6ttfaeni sit at the feet of the illKStiioi» Swiss 
Reforraea^ toA Martyr, who e^di^^ned the judgment and 
gentleness of the o(Bie, with the talent and erndition of 
the oth^-^F&t them lifsten to the mighty elo^^prenoe of 
Ltither, as^h^ stbod fnr mthe front of all the rest, fbmr- 
lessly combatting kings and kingdomsJ^ Let thera 
re^d the writii^s, wbtchr remttln t4» w^i tlve early New- 
Bhgland ZHvtni^s and ^sholars — itom thwn, the- pare 
«principles of the Prote8t9mt cause can be most elearfy 
cbduced, Mtd it» itte and noble spirit most readHy in- 
^pured. In theit learning and piety, will they find the 

•Se© Wot^L. 
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beftmodob l^ winch to faatoMi their own diaracterf* 
Lot them ccMiTerse imieh with such men as TiUotaoi^ 
and Hoadkj, a» Watts and Doddridge, as Wakefield 
and Priestley^ and as Eyanaon and Watson.* Let them 
exercise their Christian judgment and kbert j, with caa* 
chd atel devout nnnds, in examining the word of God, 
and the works of these hie distiagtiished servants, and 
the (Mromoter^ of his truth and glory, and we doubt not 
that the great work of the Reformation will prosper in 
their hands. 

So iar from attempting or wishing to Hnd those who 
are to worship after us, in tUs bouse, to our own opin- 
ions and views, we call upon them, and give it in solemn 
charge to thew, to advanee beyond the point which we 
have reached — ^to learn more of divine truth than it has 
been given to us to know, and to become wiser Chris- 
tians, mnd better Christians, than we or our predeces- 
sors have been. In doing this, we act in accordance 
with the dietates of nature. We^ hear much, it is true, 
of the iitmatiffal conduct of those who depart from the 
opiniona of their anoestors. But I appeal to every pa- 
rent wi«o hearsme. Is it not your ^dest wish, your most 
earnest prayer, that the child who rests in your arms, or 
whom you lend by the hand, may pass through the 
wcNrld more advantageously than you have done — may 
acquire more knowledge, arrive at wider views, attain a 

** Oa ths ** advaocament of the Refermation," see a noble pas- 
sage in Bishop Watson's ** Charj|;e to the Clergy of the Diocese of 
Landaff," June, 1795. One of the most perfect discussions by 
which the prineiples of the ** rights of j^vate judgment and free 
iaqairy^ have eva been estidblished and enforced, is Edward 
£vaBson's Dedication to the King, of his Book on the " Trinity.*" 
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higher degree of intelleetttial and moral cidttfre, imbibe 
fewer erroneous opinions, and form fewer unsound prin- 
ciples than jou have done 1 Does it not gladden yoUI- 
heart, to find how many facilities he enjoys, that yoa 
did not enjoy in your day of instruction — how much 
better a system of education is applied to him, and how 
much greater are his opportunities, than yours were« 
for the acquisition of learning and the advancement of 
his whole nature 1 To this appeal, every parental bo- 
som will give a prompt and satisfactory reply. And 
that this reply is in accordance with the spirit, the de- 
sign, the hopes, and the prayers of our ancestors them- 
selves, has already been proved. 

Standing, as we are, at the very commencement of a 
. new epoch in the history of this church, our view is 
naturaUy directed forward, to the succession of wor- 
shippers, who are moving on from the distant sfacnres of 
futurity. We can see them, as they wind their way, 
in dim procession, and enter, generation after genera- 
tion, upon this pathway^ over which, from the begin- 
ning, good Christians have pressed onward, and upward, 
towards Heaven. Here may they enjoy all our privi- 
leges, and become partakers of all that comfort, which 
we have found. May that liberty, *' wherewith Christ 
has made them free,*' never be impaired. May no re- 
straint be laid upon opinion. May the only creed, 
which shall be imposed here, be Such as Erasmus de- 
clared those of the first ages of the church to have 
been, '* short and simple^ their faith lying tJien not so 
much in nice and numer<ms articles, as in a good and 
holy life."* May the Christian worshippers, who lure 

* " Cave's .Primitive Christianity," Preface. 
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to oecapy these places, #heii W9 utt gone, depart iram 
us, wherever we have departed ifrom the word of God, 
and advance beyond lu, wherever we have fallen short 
^f the #ord of God. May they study ^lat word, with 
sober, and reverential, and teaehabk minds, and with 
the free exercise of a free judgment. We not only are 
wiHing that they shonld do tfai8,-^wife exhoft, nay more, 
we admtnhh them to do it. Let tbein^ in all things, foe 
^verned by that rufo, which one of the most eloquent 
ef that eloquent body of men, the Christian Fathers, 
urged upon his opponent, " Let them follow Reason^ 
father than their Ancesiars.^^* While they preserve 
the simplicity, the liberality, and the independency of 
Our churches, from cdl bigotry, or mtoi^ance, or tyran- 
ny within, and froin the encroachments winch ezteasivo 
religious association*, foreign from the nature of Voit' 
gregattonafismi may make opon their dignity withoutt 
•^iHiile they maintain, and conform to the great prin- 
ciples, which have now been laid down, as the essen- 
tials of Protestantism, they can never wander from the 
eourte of tivth. So far as our usages, aad positive in- 
stitutions, are concerned, the only cantioo, or admonK 
tory charge which we shall give them, is the same, that 
was urged more than an InuKked years ago, by one of 
the richest scholars, and most liberal theologians <^ 
any age, in a aermon delivered before the General As- 
sembly of the Province of Massachusetts. It is the 
language of Cotton Mather, ^' The Golden w^rk of 
God, in these his churches, if we may mend any part, 
in which we should go on to more of the Kingdom of 

* " Cave*8 Primitive Chriftianity,^ Chap. %, p- 25. Lactantiuat 
it referred to. ^ See Note M, 
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Heaoen, let us humbly do it. But, Sirs, do not spoil iu 
Oh 1 Destroy it not ; there is a Blessing in i</" 

Again, in conclusion, do we solemnly dedicate this 
place of worship to the God of the Universe — the God 
of Abraham and of Israel — ^the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We devote it to the cause of his 
Gospel — to "the principles of Protestanti9m-r*-to the 
blessed memory of our Fathers, and to the perpetual 
advancement of our successors, in the acquisition of 
Christian knowledge, virtue, and piety. For centuries 
to come, may immortal souls foe here taught their duty, 
and their destinations-may the voice of instruction and 
exhortation, carry conviction to the mitids, and conver- 
sion to the hearts of men. May the prayers of an united 
and devout people; from generation to generation, as- 
cend, as sweet incense, to the throne of God; May 
pious and adoring. spirits float upward, on the swelling 
notes of our consecrated music, until, rapt in faith, they 
catch the sound of that harmonious praise, which angel 
hands draw forth from Heavenly harps. And when the 
•olid foundations of this house, which we have builded, 
are crumbled into dust, and have sunk into ruin, with 
the vast glebe upon which they rest, may an innumera- 
ble company of glorified saints be found assembled in 
the bright courts of a temple eternal in the Heaven8> 
and pouring fourth, in the immediate presence of the 
Most High, those enraptured strains of thanksgiving and 
adoration, which their hearts first conceived, and their 
voices learned to utter here. 
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NOTE A— page 14. 

<' Annotationes PhUippi Melaachthonis in Epistolam/' &c.Sl9. 
Argentorati. (Strasbnrg) 1523, p. 2. 

NOTE B— p. 15. 
*' D. Martini Lotheri Concionum." Para. I. Torgs. (Torffan) 
1597. ** Ckmcio I. de Evanffelio. Dominica poat Natalem Christi." 
p.242. 

NOTE C— p. 16. 

** Ckmoio de Eyangelio. Dominica V. po^t Epiphanias." Pars I. 
p. 451 . ■ 

NOTE D— p. 15. 
" Annotationes Philippi Melanchthonie in Epi. ad Rom." p. 71-1. 

NOTE E— p. 16. 
''Concio de E?angelio. Dominica V. post Epiphasiat." Pars I. 
p. 432. 

NOTE F— p. 17. 

*^ D. Martini Lutheri Concionum." Pars I. " Concio de Evan- 
f elio . Dominica post Natalem Christi. p. 250. 

NOTE G. p. 17. 
^ P. Melancthonis Annotationes in Epi. Pan. ad Corin." p. 113-1. 

NOTE H— p. 19. 
The following is Sir Richard SaltorutaWs Letter. 
Referend and deare friends, whom I unfaynedly love and retpect, 

it doth not a litUe grieve mj spirit to heare what sadd things 
are repotted daily of yonr tyranny and persecutions in New-England, 
as that you fyne, whip and imprison men for their consciencetfl 
First, you compell such to come into your assemblyes as you knew 
will not joyne with you in your worship, and when they shew their 
dislike thereof or witnes against it, then yon styrre up your magis- 
trates to punish them for such (as you conceyve) their publicke af- 
flronts. Truely friends, this your practice of compelling any in 
inatters of worship to doe that whereof they are not fully persuaded, 
is to make them sm, for soe the apostle (Rom. 14 and 23) tells us, 
and many are made hypocrites thereby, conforming in their out- 
ward man for feare of punishment. We pray for yeu and wish 
you prosperitie every way, hoped the Lord would have given you 
so much light and love there, that you might have been eyes to 
God's people here, and not to practice those courses in a wilder^ 
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nes, wliicli yoa went m frm to prevMit Tlieae rigid wvfm 
Itved yoa veiy lowe in Um beuts of the stynU. I aoo asMiii ^ . 
I have heard them pray in the pnUiqQe ■■fimhliei that the Lord 
would ffiveyoa BMeke and imm^apwitM, not to tAryw soe mucli 
for uamitmitj as to keepe the unity of the spirit in the bend oF 
peace. 

When I was in Holbnd about the lH\giiiaiiig of our warree, I re- 
member some christians there that then had serious thoughts «€ 
pi««ti«y is Hew-Eoglandy desired me to write to the g ovemar 
the/eorto know if those that diihrfiroai you inepmioB,yet houf^bq^ 
the same foundation in^ reli{;ion» as Anabaptists, Seesers, Antmo- 
mians, and the like, might be pwmitted to Hve among yoo, to 
whaah I reoeived thk short answer fveai your then geytomour Mr. 
Dudley. Godlbrhid (saadhe)our loTelhr tils tivlfa should he 
grewne soe could that we should tolerato erroors, and when (for 
satisfaction of myself and others) I desiied to know your grounds, 
he reforred me ttf the books written here h a tw es ft the FmAyte- 
rians and Independents, which, if thai had been sufficient, J needed 
not have sent soe farre to underatapd the reasons of year practice. 
I hope you doe not assume to yourselves inftlUbilitie ef jiUgment, 
when the most learned of the Apostles confesseth he knew but in 
parte, and sawe but darksly as thraqgh a glass, for God is li^ht, 
and no further than be dothiUuminato us can we see, be em partes 
and learning nerer soe great Oh that all these who are bre&hven, 
thouffh yet they cannot tbinke and spe^ke the same things, mighf 
be of one accord in the Lord. Now the God of patience and oen- 
•oiaHon gtaat vou to be thus myu d ud towards one apother, af^ 
the example of Jeans Christ our blessed Savyor, in whose 'ever- 
lasting armes of protection he laaveayou who will never leave to 
be 

Your truly and mudi atfpotienato fii sn d in ^heaearest mien, 

RIC. SALTONSTALL. 
NOTE I--P.21. 
The Firtt Covenant of the First Chmh in Salem. 

" We Covenant with our Lord, and one with another; and we 
do bind oorselves in the presence of God, to viaik tMnelber in all 
Mb ways, aceordin<ar as he is pleased to reveal himsett unto us in 
his blessed word oftruth ; and do ejcplicitly, in the name and &ar 
of God, profess and protest to walk as foUoweth, il^ough (ha power 
and grace of oar Lord Jesus 0hrist. 

We avouch the Lord to be our God, and our selves to h!& bis 
people, in tiie truth and simplicity of our spirits. 

We give ouf selves to the Lord Jesus Christ, and the word of 
his grace, for the tftachinj^, ruling, and sanctifying of us in mattera* 
of worship and cenversauon, resolving tooleava unto him alone^^ 
Ibr life snd glory, and to reject all oonttary wa/% c a no ns , and- 
constitutions of men in bis worship. 

We promise to walk with our brethren, with all >s^atohfulness«nd 
tenderness, avoiding jealousies and sua^cions,. hackrbilingii, oen- 
stuingSyprova^gs, secret risings of spirit against them ; but in aH 



.:itized by Google 



sr 



ibrough oar irregularities. 

We resolve to approve our aeWes to the Lord in our partieuUr 
•aliings ; Bhuiiiiin;g^ idleness as the bane of an^ State; nor will w«) 
4e&l bardij or ojppressinf I7 with any, wherein we f^re the Lord|8 
•tewartb. 

'FroBiieing also onto our best ability tp teaeh our children and 
servants th6 knowledge of 0t»d/ and of His lyill, that they may 
serve him ' also ; and ill this not by any strength of our own, but 
by the Lord Christ' : whose UoodWe desire may sprinkle this eiir 
C<^venant made in His name.^ 

NOTE K— p. 2SL 
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NOTE L. p. 30. 
hi tfat year 15S9, Luther bad a controverey with Kinff Renrf 
Tlir. of which Surnet thus speaks in his '< History of the Reformfi- 
lion/' Vol. I. part I. p. 49. <* Upon all this, the Kinf , to get him* 
self a name, and to have a lastinff interest with the clergy, thooght 
it net enough to assist them witn his authority, but would neecb 
turn their champion, and write against Luther, in defence of th« 
seven sacraments. This book was magnified by the clergy, as th« 
most learned work that ever the sun saw ; and he was compared 



bestowed en him for it. And it must be acknowledged, that cCn* 
sidering the age, and that it was the work of a King, it did deserve 
■ome eommendation. fiut Luther was not at all daunted at it, but 
rather valued himself upon it, that so great a King had entered th« 
lists with him, and answered his book. And he replied, not withoat 
a la^^ mixture of acrimony, for which he was generaUy blamed, aa 
forgetting that great respect that is due to the persons of sovereign 
princes." 

NOTE M-p. 33. 

The writer wonld be tztremely sorry to have it inferred, from 
this expression, thai he is not friendly to the exititenceof religtotie 
associations, however extensive they may be — ^he considers them 
the glorious distinction of the present age. He only intends to al- 
lude to them in those instances in which they have come into colli- 
sion with the rights and dignity of individual churches. And be 
doesnot speak without oceasion. The doctrine has recently bees 
declared and maintained, in an Ecclesiastical Council, <Mhat cer- 
tain extensive religions associations have a claim upon the services 
of a pastor of a church, paramount to the claim of the flock, to whose 
particular oversight and service he has been solemnly consecrated 
and set apart." A removalfrero the ministry, to offices in these 
associations is getting to be oonsidered as a promotion — and there is 
danger that the pastoral office will not long, ccmtinue to be the high- 
i»st ecclesiastical office, in point of dignity and rank, among us. 
How great a departure this would be, from the principles of the 
sarly American divines, and the spirit of Congregationalism, as it 
existed hi the dars of its brightest ornaments, can be seen in the 
statement of the foUowing facts. Iq the year 1644, Appolonius, at 
the directieit of the divines in Zealand, sent over a number of Ques^ 
tions to New England, respecting Church Government here. Mr. 
Jolm Norton, the second of the *' four famous Johns" of the first 
charch in Boston, then the minister of Ipswich, was unanimoualj 
appointed, bv the ministers of the countrv, to write an answer to i^ 
whieh he did. His answer was published in 1645— it was a work of 
great reputation, and the first Latin book ever written in America. 
C. Mather states that the following eircumstaaces took |dace while 
he waa engaged in writing it. ** Some of his mere accurate and ji>- 
Aeious heareri imagined that his public sermeM wanted a little of 
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that exactness which did use to attend them, whereof one said some- 
thinif to that Mr. Wbitine) whom I majr well call the Angtl in the 
church of Lyn. Mr. Whiting hereupon in a very respectful and 
obliginf manner, spoke to Mr. A''orton, saying, Sir, there are some 
iff your peovle who think that the services wherein you are en- 
gaged for ail the churches^ do something take off the edge of the 
ministry wherewith you should serve your own particular church, 
J would intreat you Sir, to consider this matter ; for your great- 
est work is to preach the gospel unto thai flock whereof we are 
overseers. Our great and good man took the excellent oyl of this 
intimation with the kindness which became such a man, end made 
it serviceable unto'his holy studies. " — Mag. B. III. Chap. ii. 



In this Discourse, and elsewhere, the First Church in Salem has 
been styled the " First American Congregational Church." There 
is reason to believe, that a colony of Frenehr Protestants went to 
South America, many years before Endicott or Conant came to 
Salem, but there is no evidence of their having instituted among 
tliemselves, any ecclesiastical relations, and they were soon broken 
up and dispersed. The first Ordination to the Pastoral office, and 
the first complete organization and erection of a Protestant Church, 
m either American continent, took plane in Salam m the year 1^ 
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iRlfcP HISTORICAL SKETea 

OF THE 

KIRSTCHURCH IN SALfiM. 



The pilgtims who landed at Plymouth in 1030, were a braneb of 
the EngHsh ohureb at Leyden, in Holland, under the pastocal eare 
of the worthy and ejccellent John Robinsof. Their principles of 
scpai'ation from the Church of England were so strict and ligid, 
that in 1624, Roger Conant^ a religiouB, sober, and prudent 
gentlemah, with a icw associates, lefl Plymbuth, settled at NaA- 
tasket, where they remained a little more thitn a year, then remdv- 
ed to Cape Ann, and in 1625 again rtemoXied towards the bottom el' 
(he bay, and took up their station at Naumkeuke,t>n a pleasant aftd 
fruitful neck of lafid, eneii'cled by an arm of the sea on each side, 
In eitl^er ef which, vessels of good burthen might safely anchdr. 
Thus Roger Cosaiit wa» the fbunder of the earliest permaneBt 
settlement in the Colony of Massachusetts Bay. He siurvired titt 
1680, and died at Salem. 

Gov. Endicott, with a company of planters, arrived and settled 
at Naumkeake on the 6th Sept. 1638 ; and another company, with 
i^ur clergymen, Frakcis Higginson, Samuel Skelton, Frar- 
0IS Bright, and Ralph Smitu, who had been invited to join 
them, sailed from England in May, 1639. and arrived in the harbor 
•f i^aumkeake June 29th. The name Naumkeoke, which the set- 
tlement had borne till the arrival of this company of planters, woi 
ebanged to Salem, in reference to Psalm Uzvi. 2. A few houses 
only had been erected The establishment of regular Public 
Worship was an object dedr to the hearts of these colonists. 

The First Chureh was formed and organized on the (ilh of Au- 
gust, 1B29 ; on that day a Covenant was drawn up by Mr. Higgin- 
son. and their officers were set apart, and thirty members admitted 
to toe church, in the presence of Gov. Bradford and the Other 
Plymouth delegates, who, from th«ir shallop having been detained 
by contrary iKrinds, did not arrive till the ceremonies had been 
commenced. 

The First Church was founded on principles of perfect and en- 
tire /fidej7ef«ienrc of every- other ecclesiastical body. The cere- 
monies of formiug the Church, and of ordaining its Ministers, were 
performed by Lawmen. The first planters were vigilant to protect 
and, preserve their ecclesiastical independence ; on their first arri* 
val with Gov. Endicott, they exchanged friendly communicatiovLR 
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with tlieur ftllow Pngriini it Plymouth, bat explicit)^ and frtnUy 
declir^d that the church in Plymouth should not daim anyruris- 
dictum ovor the churth in Salemy and fnither, that the authority 
o/ Ordinati&n should not exist in the cltrgu, hut should depend 
on the free election of the members of the church. 

Skelton and Hif ginson had been non-confermiiit minittera in 
England, and had men respected by the paritans for tbeir abilitiea, 
learning, and virtnes. They continued in the niiniitry at Salem 
till their deaths Skeiton died August 2, 1634 ; Higrinson lived 
bot a short time ; he died Au^raBt 6, 1630 ; but he Jived Teng enoogh 
to secure the fbnndation of his church, to deserve the esteem of 
the colony I and to perpetuate his venerated name among those of ithe 
worthies of New-£ngland. 

The successor of Skelton was the celebrated Roger Williams, 
who arrived in 1631, and after preaching sometime at Plymouth 
and at Salem, was settled at Salem in 1^; ho had in his youth, 
according te tradition, been patronised and educated by Sir Ed- 
ward Coke ; he was bred at the University of Oxford. Il|s pecu- 
liar dogmas and rigid religious opinionff soon gave rise to dissen- 
sions; one of his whimsical opinions, in which Endicott had 
concurred before the arrival of Williams, was, that women ought 
to wear veils so that their faces might never, be seen at church;, 
and he prevailed on Endicott to cut from the King's Colors tho 
Red Cross, which he deemed a badge of Popish superstition. He 
also maintained that " the King of England had no right te take 
the lands in America from the Indians and give them to his own 
subjects,'* and ako that '' an universal liberty of conscience otight 
to be allowed to all in religious matters." For these imputed here- 
sies he was, in Nov. 1635, summoned before Oov. Uaynes and the 
Assistants in General Court, — and, openly justifying th^m, he was 
ejected from his ministry, sentenced to banishment, and ordered te 
depart out of the jurisdiction in six weeks. A ^eat number of the 
principal members of his church were so affectionately attached to 
him, tnat they voluntarily resolved to go into exile with him to the 
solitary wilderness of the Narraganset country. The Governor 
and Assistants, on' discovering this, issued a warrant, in January, 
1636, 'to arrest and' transport him to England, He escaped v/rom 
his pursuers, and during the inclemency of winter seuglfi a refuge 
m the country about Narraganset Bay, at Sekonk, now Rehoboth ; 
at the suggestion of his friend, Gov. Winslow, of Plymouth colony, 
to prevent the Massachusetts colony taking offence at his finding 
an asylum in the 'Plvmouth territory, he struck his tent and pitch- 
ed it on the other side of the Bay. Ho there founded the third 
New-Ensland Colony. He soon formed into a church the devoted 
band of mends who followed him ; and, on that occasion, observed 
to his brethren, that ** the Providence of God had found out a place 
for them among the savages, where they might peaceably worship 
God accordingly to their consciences — a privilege which bad been 
denied them in all the Christian countries they had ever Been in." 
In devout thaiikfulness for this greatest of blessings, he named the 
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Blftcie whert they Wei^ setiled, Providenet. U^xtf ^ tutmtitmtB 
being est«Uisbed>liere,ffnd denied in ffae nelghbofin;^ Oofcmiet, 
8o6n induce^ oflSera te ;^in them. Hftvhi^ nohoose fcA: fmblie 
worship, tfaey met for fnw puipese in a grore, when the w^itl!h«r 
was not inclement. 

In 1642 Rogtr WiSianis weiit to KMfrhoi^, and in the ycMr fol- 
lowing, by the lissistanee of his firiend, Sir Hex^ry Val<e,<dSltted a 
Char^r. In t647 a eode 6f Laws wds prepared, which, amonf 
other enactmeBts, provided that *' Conseienee shoBld'he f]pee, anS 
men should not be punished for wor^iipphig €M ki the way they 
were persuaded He required." 

Rocrvi WiLLrA«s if Jostlj-^ntified to the J^ldry Of havinfr pi»©- 
curcdthe First Legislative Act tor the estabMshraentof Preeoom of 
iVmsciienee, ^thcrr in the new or in the old worid. The names of 
^iLToir, Pxirif, and Looks, will, indeed, 'be re^;arded wftli graiti- 
tude and veneration by the friends of xi^fl and reli^fioos libeity. 
jRc^r WUliams wa^ the eartiei^ toassert these invahiable mteei- 
ples^fts he did at Salem, In 1035,-^Milton publi^ed in l&9hift 
<^ Treatise of Civil Power in Ecdesiastioal causes, ahewingf thttt il 
19 not latvfbl fdr any power on earth to Compel in matters ^i*eU- 
^ion;"<— P^nn in 1671 boldlyai^Berted the same principles, and in 
£682 ibunded Penn^lvaiiia on this basis,-»and Loekem IGd9 wrot* 
Itfs Litters km Toleration, in HoBand, whKher be had fled witlvhis 
patron, the Earl of Shaftesbury, to aroid^e persecution of an en- 
raged court. 

The principles of religious ]n>ertyw«r«etHo^ed and aoahitainetf 
without interruption in Rhode Island ; in J<^, when the other eol- 
onies persedoted the sect of Qufakers,snd solicited the co-operation 
of Providehee Plantation, their Assembly replied,*^ 

" We shall strictly adhere to the fcfunHatum prin^ipU. oft wMch 
this Colony wasjEr^t settled, to wit, th«t every man who snbmitii 
peaceably to the civil authority, ttitty peaeeablt tvorihip God ae- 
eording to the dictates df his- o#n conseienee, withoFiit niotoitatieK^ 

That colen/beoame very odious to its ' neighbor, who >ekoited 
prejudice.^) against ithitbe-tnother eountry fbr this 'lai^ hbevw m 
religion ; Sir Henry Vane in 1658 sent a letter of reboke to th«ai 
on the subject, to i^ieh f hey replied by a letter fiom the pen of 
Jitoger Wtuidins; the following is an eltrattt^— 

<^P08dbly some ot ourselves are grown wsmton and too aetiw ; 
'Ibrnrehgve long draiik of the sweet cop of asgremt liberties as any 
peo^e wocan hear o*ttnder the whole neaven — We ha««not'Onl/ 
'been fVee from the iton y^oaof wolfiiih'bikfaeps, but hafTe aitlen 
^uiet, and 6k j from the streams ofbloold^ spilt by the- civil war io Oor 
natire eountry. We-have not fslt'Sionew ohains of the Presbyte- 
lerian tyrants, nor been eonSsutaied by the oVerS#alo«is »l|ne <^ thoee 
call^ TOdly Christian magistrates. We hate almeit' 'Argot 
what tythesafe ; yea, andtaxes too ; ^ther to ^^httfth eir6(Nimiea<v 
- wealth. We h aye also^ enjcnrad other sweet - plivileges, and •uch , 
you know, are Very pow^tfal to render the best^roea.wanlMMnd 
IbwtfnI." 

Perfect unity of faith was not long preserved in the If awachu*- 
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heresies will abound, where differences of opinion ar^ deemed bere- 
mea. Unity >of&ith generally consists in kfentity of y^rbal proposi- 
iionft m^r tbasin identity of belief. In 1637, a year or two after 
Ills departure, a Synod of Uie CkMigrre^tional Churches of the Cole- 
ny wae convened et Cambridge, which soqb enemerated, debated, 
moA easdemned et^riby-fwo heresies, and like other Synods, denied 
sll merey to those sopposed to embrace these erMnrs, both in this 
"Verld and in the world to oome. The subjects of these sharp con- 
leiidens and keen atiimosities consisted ofmie«M>un subtleties, and 
useless metaphyd^l nketies, from the knowledge, belief, or disbe- 
lief of which, men aoM be made neitljer wiser nor better. Many 
-wer^y beretii^s, who could not understand what was anintelligiblc, 
-or believe what was inoredible, wet e obliged to take refuge in 
RlKKle Iriand. Cfov. Coddington was one of these. Roffer wil 
liatiMestai'lished at Providence a Baptist Church, the £st in A- 
^nserica, and at -a time when only one of that denomination had 
lM«n lbrroed'4n^ngknd. This ardent^loquei^ learned, and pious 
preacher died at froTtdeace in April, 1683, aged i4 years. 

Hugh Fwpimis, a name ef equal celebrity in history, was tiie 
tfucoesBor i^^loger Williaras ^ Ae was the son of a Trotestant oler- 
^many and bom at Foy, in Cornwall. He was educated at the 
ifniteist^ of Cambridge, in England, and officiated as a dergy- 
maneome time at Rotterdam. - Jle thence emigrated te New- 
England, arrived Oct. 6th, 1635, and was invited to tbo pastoral 
oflioe at 8alem> I>ee. fil, 1636 ; during the five years of his minis- 
try be was respeeted among the Others of the Colony for his pie- 
ty^ and for the lively interest he took i« the secular concerns of tbo 
plantation. Hemade^Eeaksisefferts to turn the attention oftho 
pbaters to eommerce, shipbuilding, and the fisheries. He preached 
ibe first sermon at Wenfaam, from the small conioaT hill, near the 
pond->-his text was, "At^Elnon, near Si^im, because there was 
jBueh water there." Wenbam was 'Called Enon tiU it was incor- 
porated; sim) tiie hiH<i« now. called PetcTf'Ai//. In 1641 he .was 
sent to England aa Agent of the Colony ; he there acted a eoc- 
epicuous part 4unng the ciwi' war with Iveton imd Cromwell, tmd 
enjoyed several IttCFative- emptoynients under the Protector, in 
whose ea«se Jie wae a zealeos partisan. A^er the Restoration he 
was indieled asooe of the Regicides, and tried Oct. 9, 1660, before- 
the Lerd Chief Baron» Sir Orlando firidgeman, and convicted. 
Thtf senteiwoe ofthe court was that he should ba drawn upon a. 
sledge to the phoe of exaestswi^ and there be hanged by the neck 
tin he behalf dead, ]i5rboweis>unied^and im quarters disposed ef 
aeoordhig to order ; which waedone on the 16th October, at the 
place where Charing Cross Armerlyatood. 

He wae^sueeeedea by the Rietv. J^ward Norris, who was M'ilaiB^ 
ed ina general meetings ef the fildersi^aad befiate a laige eoaooume 
of people, ae the TeacW, 4Ui tba ISth March, 1640. This was the 
irst ordinatioQr that' was perfiH-med^with great public oeremonies, 
atSalem. He had theeote charge of the^cbnrch 18 yters^tiJl he 
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4i6d, on ihm lOtb of April, 1G59, tnd uiid«r hig^rudene« and mod- 
^ration it flourisbod. 

The Rev. John Higrinson, son of the first miaifter, was ordain- 
ed pastor of the churbS, August 16(K). He had^^een Chaplam at 
the Fort at 8aybrook,in Conoeeticut and having, embarked Uiere 
with bis familv for England, was driven by the weather into the 
harbour of Salem ; be waai persuaded to settle in the church which. 
his father had Ranted. When he was ordained, Maj. Hawtherney 
with the deacons, imposed hands upon 'him in the presence ef the 
neighbouring churclies and elders. He died at the age vf atncty- 
three years, having been forty -nine years in the ministry at Salemy 
and above seventy years in the duty of a minister. 

In IGffii, Mr. Higginson had advised the church to invite a cul- 
leacue, and the Rev. Nicholas Noves, son of Mr. Nichc^as Noyes, 
of Newbury, and nephew of the Rev. James Noyes, the first min- 
ister of Newbury, was ordained Nov- 14, 1€83 ; the Rev Mr. Hub- 
bard, of Ipswich, observed at the ordination, that, as Enoch was 
the seventh from Adam, so Mr. Noyes was the seventh ordained 
minister in Salem. In 1714, May 19th, at his request, the Rav. 
George Curwen was ordained as coHeague ; Mr. Curwen died on 
the 33d Nov 1717, and on the 13th Dec. 1717, Mr. Novesdied. He 
was a scholar in aU the literature of the times. AiUr his death the 
second parish ivas formed, and two meetinghouses erected, one of' 
which- is now standing. The Rev. Samuel Fishe was or^ned ia 
the First Church, Oct. 8, 1718, and was dismissed in 17S5. Daring 
his ra(inistry, a century having elapsed from the foundation of the 
ehurch, the event was celebrated, as appears from the foUowing 
account, published at the time : — 

'' Salem, A(jg. 6, 1729. On Wednesday was celebrated the firfi 
etntury lectuf in the meeting hoose of the First Chorch here,iA 
commemoratibn cf the g^od hand of the I^ord in founding that 
church, on August 6, 16S9, just one hundred years ago ; enlarg- 
ing, and making her the mother of several others, and preset viag 
her to this day. She was the first ceagregational chueh ^at was 
completely formed and organized in the whole American contineat, 
which wasen the day above mentioned, when the Rev. Mr. [Fran> 
cis] Higginsen was ordained the teacher, and the Rev. Mr. Skel- 
^ ton their pastor. Governor Bradford, and others, deputed from 
the elHU^ch at Plymouth, coming into the assembly in the tune of 
tiie solemnity, (havinff Wen hindered by^ contrary winds) gava 
them the right hand of fellowship ; wishuig all preqierity and a 
blessed success to such good beginninirs.*'^ 

** The century lecture began with Suiging psalm cxzii. The 
Rev. Mr. Barnard then prayed. We then sang psalm cvii. 1 to 8. 
The Rev. Mr. Fisk then preached a very agreeable eermon from 
psalm Ixxviii. I to 7. We then sang psalm zliV. 1, 2, 6, 7 verses. 
The Rev. Mr. Prescott then prayed. We then nnf psahn c. finrt 
metre, and the Rev. Mr. Fisk pronounced the blessing.'* 

** There were thirteen ministers present, and a considerable corn^ 
fiueaoe of people bc^i fiom this place and the towns about.'* 

llr. Flske was succeeded by the Rev. JoMir SIpariiawx, wha- 
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Jtg^u ordained Defc. Oth, 1736, wad ditod, |nubh 8tt«emc(d, A^il SOtk, 
17&&. H» was Kieceededby the Rev. Ti^omas Baakaro, who 
liad be«ai ordftiliad at Newhory, and was installed at Balem^ Sept. 
X7ih, 19iD. He died is J 776, and Ifiil a high repalatioiiw Bis sac- 
cessor was the tiev. Asa Dprbar, who was ordained Jtdy 22d| - 
)77g, reiricoed in 1779, and died in 1786. 

Tke ineumbeDts in the ministrr are the Rbt. Jobv Prince » 
L.L. D., who wan orda^ed on the 10th Nov. 1779, and the Kev. 
CHARUifl WentWo&tb UrHAM, who> on aecount of the advanced 
yte and mct^aaitig infirnities of the Rev. Dr. Prince, was chosen 
C^Uea^ue Pastor, and ordained on the 8th Dec. 1824. 
. During the two centuries of the existence of the First Church, 
ik» office of Pastor has rarely be«n vacant, and at very shorl 
intervids only. During a considerable baTt of that tinvs th« 
ehureh- has been supphed with both a Minister and CoUeagoe, . 
or what is the same, a Pastor and Teacher. M^y branchee 
have shot forth frban this stock, amonjr which are tlte churches 
in Marblehcad, Beverly, Manchester, Wenham, and Topsfield, 
which townships were originaUy part of the territory of Salem. 
. Tile Meeimg'-hmttes, buUt by this Religious {Society, have all 
been^^eoted on the t^i selected by the first settlers of Ute town* 
The exaet date of the erection of the first house cannot be ascer- 
tained from the records ; but the records shew that that honse was 
enlarged and repaired in. 1636 ; in 1670 the second and larger 
house wias erected ; in 1718 the late meeting-house vn9 built ; it 
is thus mentioned in the Church records. 

"Oct. 8, 1718. C 
i^ew Church which 
~ and Beautiftil yet 6, 
May, 21, 1718, and I 
Congregation first m 
No hurt was sustain 
raising the new oni 
bouse erected for tb 
Land on which the 
First in the Province." 

On the I3lh Match, 182C, t 
preceding Sabbath it was thro 
sermon being delivered by the 

The Corner Stone of the i 
27th April, 1826, with the us 
The Rev. John Srazer, of th 
appropriate Prayer, end (the 
indisposition to attend) the 
lowing 

JU>Bm3i00. 

« My Ch/Hsiian ^Friends und Brethren^We have aseemblod 
here to perform a service, simple in itself, but leading to associa- 
tions, which are dear to the heart, and «ink deep into the raind. 
We are now to eoAseorate the foundttion of a Chriitian Temple, 
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uid to place beneath tfaia, its Corner-stone, a brief inseriptioii tm 
the Great Almighty Being to whom we dedicate it. In perform- 
ing this servico, we net only f<i]kiw a custom prevalent «aK»ng us, 
K«t wo do what is recogAisod lo be a duty, and is promptllSby oar 
ftelings. I 

That it is our duty, we are bonvjneed by the consideration of a 
smgle circumstance. When the venerable buildinf « which last 
stood on this consecrated spot, was removed, with what solicitous 
curiosity, did we examine its fi>undation, in the desire of discover- 
ing some inscription, placed there, by men who lived four genera- 
tions before us, concealed, for more than a century, from all eyes, 
until ovLTi should iail upon it ! Our hope did not wholly leave us, 
until the last corner had been taken away, and the disappointment 
which we then suffered, is still fresh in our minds We will spare 
those, of our remote posterity, to whose lot it may fiUl to remove 
this foundation, a -similar disappointment. We will endeavor to 
secure to them, the gratification, for which we have been seekiii|r 
in vain. 

With these views, we proceed to deposit, beneath this corner- 
stone, where the Kght of the day will never reach it, until it shines 
upon the demolished and scattered ruins of these solid walls, the 
plate, upon which are engraved the inscription and notices, which 
will new be read to you; ' 

[Here the inscriptions were read, and the ceremony of laying^ 
the comer stone took place.] 

When, after the succession, as we trust and pray, of many ^en- 
erations, our distant descendants, in removing this temple, time- 
worn and dilapidated as it then will be, shall find this memorial of 
our interest in them, their minds and hearts will instantly, come, 
back to us, through the long interval, perhaps ef centuries ; the v 
will bless our memory, for having raised the altar, around which 
their Fathers had gathered, and spread out the roof, beneath which-, 
they had been sheltered in worship ; and when they reflect, that 
four edifices of wood, and one of more durable materials, have risen 
successively, and successively sunk into ruin, on the same 8pot,but 
that the Gospel has been constantly preached there, thev willftilly 
recognise the sublime truth, contained in that prophetic declara- 
tion of oiur Saviour, which we have inscribed here : ** Heaven and 
f arth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away." 

We now, in th^ sight of God, and in the presence of all who are 
here assembled, devote the building, upon tne foundation of which 
we are standing, to the accommodation end support of a communi- 
ty of Christian worshippers. We bid these walls to rise, in the 
name of Higginson, Endicott, and all our honored and pious ances- 
tors, the Pi^rims of New-£ngland, who Jiere fint consecrated a 
christian sanctuary, on the borders of a rude ocean, and a still 
rnd^r wilderness. We bid them rise, in the name of that glorious 
company of saints and martyrs, who, in every age of the church, 
have toiled, ai^ suffered, aijd died, in the holy cause of christita 
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truili »nd chriitian liberty. W« bid them riM, \r Um bleiiecl i 
of Him, who ii the Great Head of the Charch. 

And it ia our devoat and iervent prayer, that on this ipot, for 
ages jet to come, the eternal and immutable principleaot sacred 
truth and of religious duty may be proclaimed—that the came of 
tree but lober inquiry, and of pure and ratimial, and soOl-redeem- 
ing Chiistianity,BUch Christianity as allures the eonvictions of the 
understanding, as vi^eil as the feelings of the heart, may forever be 
cherished and defended here — that the poor, and the desolate, and 
sorrow- stricken, may here always find peace and comfort to their 
souls— that a light from Heaven may break through the clouds 
which cast their gloomy shadows over this scene of our e^stence, 
and shine down upon those, who may successively come up here, 
to catch a glimpse of that better worRl, towards which Geo in hie 
merey is calling us. Here may afflicUon always be soothed — heni 
may a lasting consolation be extended to the bereaved — here may 
a heavenly hope ever spring up in the bosoms of the desponding 
— ^here may a bright pathway, from the spot where we stand, to 
the world above, be forever kept 4>pen, along which, as in the 
dream ef the Patriarch, pious spirits will be mounting upwards, 
and gracious influences passing down. And when the Great 
Shepnerd shall collect into one fold in Heaven his scattered flocks, 
may there bo a long, an innumerable, and a shinmg train of saved 
and rejoicing spirits, clad in garments of light, with crowns of 
glory on their heads, who will look back to this spot, and to 
the temple which is now rising, and exclaim — ^^ Thou art bless- 
ed forever— for to us thou hast been the gate of Heaven.*' 

After the delivery of the introductory part of the Address, a Sil- 
ver Plate was deposited under the Comef Stone by the venerable 
Peter Lander, the oldest member of the Society, the inscription 
having been previottsly read by Timotkif Piekeringy another vene- 
rable member — the latter being m the 81st year ef his ege, and 
Capt. Lander in his 83d. 

A Jarge concourse attended the ceremeniee, among whom were 
the venerable Dr. Edward A, Holyoke, LL. D., in the ninety- 
eighth yeMiQiYaange^Stephen Higginson, Jun. Esq.^ and about 
thirty others, the Imeal descendants of Gov. Eiidicott, or of Rev. 
■Francis Uigginsen. Many of the descendants of these, and of 
others of the First P&nters, are now mranbers of the Seciety. 
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« Tq tfae iSfiP «m4 Fatweii «l-9iir L«i» ^ss<rs Caitirr, 

Our Q.W? w4 tb0 CI:9^Qf oqr Fvdwini, 
The DeieMidanti of Higgiaaoa, Ep4ie«U, wii tlie olher 

Wbohere gti^rtdtlM !*»•( Amerioftn C<9i^|ttli(Mi«l Chllre]^ 

M«telaiitliuiComM6toBeof tbeFottf&E^ifiMefectedpii Mb 
fppt^fttr Qhriftiiui WprilMp^ 

April 27, A. D 1806| onder the miaMtry of R^v. JoAn Fn'ace, LLJD. 
** ^cortft oimI QffrCA shaft pass atoa^i bftt m^ words ^haUno^jpa^moayJ* 

On the nvene thj^foUpwing-^ 

" Snepe$sufn af P^t0rs. 
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